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PLEASE READ – ADVICE ON ATTENDING MASS 

 

It is with great joy that Canon John has announced the reopening of St Clare’s for 
Masses, Baptisms, Funerals and Weddings. Starting from Saturday 25th July. 
Masses will be held at St Clare’s at  

- 18:00h on Saturday evening, and 

- 09:30h on Sunday morning.  

St Joseph’s Church will remain open for private prayer on Fridays and Saturdays. 
The Saturday session will also include Confessions and Canon John’s surgery – see 
latest Newsletter for details. At this point there will be no Masses at St Joseph’s. 

Canon John is hoping to increase the number of Masses at St Clare’s but this will 
depend on more volunteers coming forward to act as Stewards. 

To ensure that we can observe all Government guidelines, Masses will be shorter 
than usual. Holy Water stoups, votive candles, toilets and kitchen area are all out of 
use. Stewards will assist you on arrival to get safely to your allocated seat and will 
also ensure that exit is managed safely. Holy Communion will be taken at your seat 
so that there is no need to move around during Mass.  

St Clare’s Church has been reconfigured to be COVID-safe and capacity therefore is 
limited to: 

- 27 Individuals seated on chairs laid out to preserve 2m social distancing; 

- 3 large side-benches which will each accommodate a family group of 5 or 6; 

- 2 smaller side-benches accommodating a family group of 3 or 4;  

- 1 Wheelchair space near the statue of St Clare.  

This means that Mass attendance is limited to around 50 parishioners, which is a 
very small proportion of the parish. Canon John therefore offers us: 

- a booking system to reserve seats at Mass, as a fair way of managing overall 
numbers who wish to attend Mass. This will also enable us to maintain a temporary 
attendance record for the purposes of NHS Test and Trace; or 

- to take part in our Mass via livestreaming. 

  

Streaming of Masses and Services  

Equipment has recently been installed in St Clare’s Church and the intention is to 
livestream all Masses, starting on Saturday 25th July. For those with access to 
broadband please go to www.ChurchServices.tv and search for Aylesbury.  

 

How to book a seat to attend Mass  

If you wish to attend Mass, you will need to do the following: 

1) Make your booking before 21.00h on the Wednesday night prior to the weekend 
Mass that you wish to attend. 

 

http://www.churchservices.tv/
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2) You can do this in one of two ways: 

- send an mail to jpbeirne.stjoseph@btinternet.com; OR 

- phone the Parish Office on 01296 48 36 29 during office hours (Tuesday - 
Fridays 0900h – 1300h) or leave a message if the office is closed. 

3) Please provide the following information: 

- date and time of weekend Mass to be attended; 

- your name; 

- a contact phone number; 

- If booking on behalf of a family group, we only need the name of one adult 
and the number of people in the group. 

4) Canon John will seek to respond to all your request for seats in Church for 
weekend Masses. If it is not possible to allocate a seat to you, he will advise you in 
accordance with the guidelines already in the parish bulletin. 

 

Please observe these “DOs and DON’Ts” for safe conduct of the Mass 

• DO book by the required time and provide the information requested. 

• DO arrive at Mass in good time so that you can take up your seat safely.  

• DO observe all safety measures. Use the hand sanitisers on entry and exit. Keep 
2m social distancing and remain at your allocated seat throughout Mass. 

• DO respect and support each other in ensuring we can all attend Mass in safety. 
Please support the Stewards in their efforts to help everyone stay safe. 

• DO help the Parish by removing your seat covering after you have finished with it, 
fold it safely (with the outside in) and take it home for safe disposal. 

• DO wear a face mask if you prefer to do so. But at this stage the Parish does not 
insist on face coverings.  

• DON’T attend Mass if you have any of the symptoms of COVID-19. 

• DON’T attend Mass unless you have a confirmed booking. Stewards are unable 
to allow admittance to anyone who is not on the booking list. Please respect that 
they are doing this for the safety of everyone. 

• DON’T leave Mass before the end of the service. You are asked to stay by your 
seats until the Steward indicates it is safe to leave.  

• DON’T delay when asked to leave. It is important that exiting after Mass is done 
promptly and safely. 

 

Thank you! 
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