
COVID-19 Summary Update 14/15 March 2020 

We are currently at Stage 2 of the guidance from the Catholic Bishops’ 

Conference of England and Wales.   

The changes we made last week stay in place:  

To recap: no Holy Water in stoups; the Hymn Books have been withdrawn; 

everyone to avoid physical contact in Sign of Peace: Communion: Host only and 

in the hand, not on the tongue. 

 

THIS WEEK’S UPDATE 

• Sanitised Gel – we cannot get supplies enough for parish needs. We will 

keep trying but we must ask everyone to wash our hands thoroughly before 

coming to church. If you can buy gel yourselves, please use it on arrival at 

church. 

• Collection Baskets – this proved to be quite challenging last week. So, from 

now on:  

- only a single collection except where there is a collection for CAFOD 

or another specific reason; 

- volunteers will be at the door of the church on arrival and on 

departure – to give everyone the chance to make an offering.  

- After this week please be prepared as you arrive to place your 

offering in the basket.   

• Catering in the church and church hall – Until further notice hot meals for 

the Homeless and Poor and morning coffees and teas after Mass will be 

stopped. 

- Please think about anyone to whom this cup of tea and a natter with 

friends is something they really look forward to. Keeping in touch in 

some other way could mean so much to them.  

• Homeless meals – we will be issuing vouchers, working from the front 

office. Pat F will be in touch with volunteers. 

• Ministry Outreach to parishioners in hospital, in care homes or 

housebound. 



- It is already in the Stage 2 guidance but just to emphasise: 

- no visits to hospital, care homes or similar institutions without the 

express prior agreement of their staff who are responsible for 

infection control.  

- no visits to any parishioner who is self-isolating. 

 

WHAT’S NEXT 

To be able to look out for each other, and protect our vulnerable, every one of 

us must take personal responsibility for: 

• following the revised procedures at Mass. 

• thinking about everything we touch: 

 – so, for example, please take your newsletter home, don’t leave it for 

someone else to use or a volunteer to dispose of. 

• keeping ourselves informed – being aware of the advice from the 

Government, NHS and PHE. 

• If you do not have internet access, then tune in to the BBC.  

- If you know of a parishioner in that position, contact them and help them 

stay informed.    

 

The Government is looking to ban large gatherings from next weekend.  We 

can expect further guidance from the Catholic Bishops Conference. 

• So further changes are likely and may well be required to be put in place as 

soon as next weekend.  

• Any change will be announced in the News section of the Parish Website – 

please check this during the week.  

In summary –  

For information on health: Government, NHS or PHE websites; 

For information on the impact on Church services: the of Catholic Bishops’ 

Conference website and the Parish website  


